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A MEMORIAL TO ROSS 


THE plaque to remember Ross Doyle 
was unveiled on Friday 7 June. Marking 
the spot on Pegasus Road where Ross 
was knocked down in December 2000, 
the stone will serve as a permanent 
reminder of what happened to nine year 
old Ross returning from football practice. 
The Doyle family, friends and local 
people gathered to pay their respects. 
Cheryl Doyle thanked people for their 
support and said, “We won't forget him 
and now a lot of other people won't either”. 
The memorial was funded by 

generous contributions from local people 
in the community and other 
organisations. The Leys Residents 
Association took a lead role in 


THINS PLAOJ A S LAID 
‘IN THE MEMORY o} 


organising the appeal. Secretary Michael > KOSS JAM BS DO YEF 


Briggs-Simmons said “ | just hope that the X BORN ON I4. 9 
people responsible for Ross’s death will T | VD VOC D 
be caught, to take some of the pain å 7 

away.” 

Councillor Molly Florey also present at the 

occasion said, “ Its been a very long time 

to get to this point. | just hope it serves as 

a permanent reminder of what can hap- 

pen when young people go out and do 

what they think is fun, without regard to 

others.” There have been some recent 

developments in the police 

investigation and although some arrests 

have been made, no-one as yet has been 

charged. 
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James bound for Bucharest 


Leys News is a company limited by guarantee, it is a 
not for profit community business dedicated to 
providing news and information to the whole Leys 
community. At present it is published quarterly, but 
this may change in the near future. 


Leys News is not affiliated to any political party. 


Leys News operates an equal opportunities policy and 
encourages any resident to get involved in its work. 


How to get in touch: 


Leys News Limited 
26 Kingfisher Green Blackbird Leys 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


office phone/fax: 01865 711756 
mobile: 07710 588349 

email: leysnews@hotmail.com 
website: www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s who? 


Board of Directors 

Molly Florey - Chair, Enid Foster - Treasurer 
Penny Wood - Secretary, Jasper Smith, Wendy 
Spray Colin Minto, Jim Saunders, Tom Golcher, 
Peter Stevenson, Pat Saunders, Audrey 
Chamberlain and Stuart Mabbutt. 


Editorial committee 

Sasha Vanderhyde, Jo Stannard, Patsy Spencer, 
Tom Golcher, Molly Florey, Enid Foster, Becky 
Willis, Louise Barringer and Al Cane. 
Development worker: Al Cane 

Distribution co-ordinator: \an Fieldwick 
Volunteers Jo Stannard, Louise Barringer 
and Reena Johal. 


Website development: Julia Sutton 
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THE Reverend James Ramsay has spent over 12 
years as the Anglican parish priest at Holy Family 
Church. He and his wife Celia, a well known 
local artist, and their daughters Sophie (10) and 
lona (7) are to leave Blackbird Leys this summer. 
James has had many involvements in the com- 
munity in his time here so Leys News paid hima 
visit to find out more... 


James arrived here in November 1989 from 
Buckinghamshire, having lived in London and 
other places previously. A major worry in the first 
couple of years was the church roof, which was 
in urgent need of repair. Through the goodwill 
and generosity of many in the local community 
and elsewhere, the church 

eventually had its roof repaired and adequate 
lighting and heating were installed. The advice 
centre was housed in church premises at that 
time, as was the adventure playground office - 
the BLAP building did not then exist. 


He came here at the time of the poll tax, when 
there were massive redundancies at the car 
factory, and an ever widening gap between rich 
and poor. Resources were insufficient to cope 
with the sudden influx of vulnerable people into 
mainstream society under ‘care in the 
community’. In response to the events of 
summer of ‘91, when the media chose to create 
its own myth about Blackbird Leys, James 
worked with others to try to bring more resources 
for young people into the area, 

especially during the summer holidays. This fed 
into the creation of the Community Development 
Initiative (CDI), a partnership of church, local 
businesses, the housing associations, and the 
City and County Councils. 


In 1997 the CDI won three years’ lottery funding 
to appoint a youth centre manager, Sebastian 


SILVER CENTRE HAS 


GOLDEN MOMENTS 
JUBILEE 77 CELEBRATES 


YOU couldn’t fail to notice that something special 
happened at the beginning of June. Apart from the 
England World Cup matches, the country went 
JUBILEE CRAZY - and so did some parts of 
Blackbird Leys! 


Tucked away in a quiet corner of the Leys estate is a 
little Known treasure — the Jubilee 77 Community 
Centre in Sorrel Road and not only was the Queen 
celebrating her Golden Jubilee but the Jubilee 77 
Centre was also celebrating its Silver Anniversary. 
To celebrate, Oxford City Council arranged four spe- 
cial events beginning with a ‘Race Night’ on 
Thursday 30 May and ending on Tuesday 4 June 
with a ‘Family Fun Afternoon’. In between, a Jubilee 
bingo and family disco kept the spirits high! 
Highlights were the Happy Monkey Show and the 
Strawberry Fayre Majorettes. 

If you would like to find out more about the centre 
or if you want a Saturday venue for a family function 
for up to 60 people, please contact Paul Isaacs, 
centre manager on 401098. 


ROLL ON 2027 FOR THE JUBILEE 77 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS!! 


Johnson. The CDI summer and other activities 
have grown from strength to strength, and there 
is now a firmly established expectation that there 
should be a wide range of activities on offer for 
young people in this area. 


James is leaving to take up the post of chaplain 
at the Anglican Church of the Resurrection in 
Bucharest, Romania. He will also be working in 
Sofia, Bulgaria. The services are in English, and 
the congregation includes people from all over 
the world who share English as a common 
language. The church in Bucharest was open 
throughout the communist period, and closed 
only for three days during the revolution which 
overthrew the dictator Ceaucescu in 1989. 


“There’s value in simply experiencing a different 
culture,” James feels. “It’s exciting going some- 
where new. I’m looking forward to it. Having 
said that, Blackbird Leys has given me freedom 
to work with different ideas. Maybe the most 
important thing I’ve learnt is that there’s a two- 
way process. Those of us who work in large 
organisations need to develop better ways of 
hearing, and listening and responding to local 
people and needs.” 


James is keen to explore the possibility of 
setting up a cultural exchange project, linking 
Blackbird Leys and local communities in 
Romania. “I’ve spent nearly a quarter of my life 
here. I’ve made many friends here, it’s been 
home. Blackbird Leys will always be in my 
prayers.” 


Leys News is sure that many people in Blackbird 
Leys would like to join us in 

saying thankyou for his contribution over the 
years he and his family have been living in this 
community. 


Plugging in to music 


national foundation for 
youth music 


WITH FUNDING FROM THE 
NATIONAL LOTTERY 


The Leys Community 

Development Initiative (CDI) has been awarded a 
grant of £11,600 from the National Foundation 
for Youth Music. The money will be used to put 
on music projects for young people in the sum- 
mer and next spring, and for term-time evening 
courses in music technology. 

The CDI will be recruiting a half-time co-ordina- 
tor for the project and two talented musicians to 
teach and inspire young people. If you're 
interested in these posts or in taking part in the 
project, look out for posters around the estate 
and leaflets in the Farmhouse and the Leys Linx 
shopfront at the community centre. 

contact Becky Willis on 334802 to find out more 


The next issue of Leys News will 
be coming out in mid September 


Copy and ad deadline 
Monday 19 August 
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Houses built for £600? 


Appeal goes a long, long way 


LOCAL man Geoffrey Richardson has 
raised over £8000 in just over a year 
which has gone to enable local 
people in Tamil Nadu, India to build 
their own houses. The appeal he set 
up has grown through word of mouth 
and local media exposure. Through a 
chance meeting over six years ago 
with a Tamil nun, Chinna Rani, 
Geoffrey became involved with the 


people of the village of Shanthi Puram. 


The people from this isolated village 
are extremely poor and are dalit or 
‘untouchables’, which in reality means 
that no-one helps or even communi- 
cates with them except for the nuns 
who are based several miles away. 
They have some land but didn’t have 
the means to build brick houses, so 
Geoffrey took it on himself to help 
them out. 

To date twelve new houses have been 
completed in little more than a year at 
a cost of £600 each. Geoffrey plans to 
return in December this year when 
fifteen houses should have been 
completed and there will be a blessing 


PINPOINTED: Geoffrey Richardson 


cates where the houses are being built in 


of the houses by the local headsister. 
There will be a celebration with the 
villagers, and a treeplanting and 
Geoffrey will take photos to show 
people who have supported the 
appeal. 

Future plans include building a one 
room school house, for there is no 
organised education at all. The only 
way these people stay alive is to grow 
maize and sorghum for their own 
consumption. 

The only available paid work is with 
crops in the field and women get the 
equivalent of fifty pence a day and for 
men it’s a mere pound a day. 
Blackbird Leys Credit Union members 
may already know Geoffrey, he works 
in the Shopfront on Blackbird Leys 
Road on a Monday morning for the 
Credit Union and he is also connected 
to St Andrews Church in Headington. 


If anyone wants to make a donation to 
the appeal or find out more about to the 
work then contact him on 774526 

or via email to greccio@lineone.net. 
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Tamil Nadu, India. Inset: Building work in action 


Blackbird Leys Library News 


The public internet terminal at the 
library is now free!Since the first of 
April all internet use is free, (the only 
charge is for printing) . 

For all those children who enjoy reading 
watch out for the arrival of the Reading 
Planet, an exciting Summer Reading 
Challenge with an Outer Space theme! 
There will be six postcards of stickers to 
collect which will enable you to create 
an ‘Out of this World Frieze’. If complet- 
ed you will be rewarded with a certifi- 
cate and a medal! More details of how 
to join will be available in July from the 
library. 


A personal message from Carol 
Lambourne - Bonanza co-ordinator. 

On behalf of my sons and myself may | 
take this opportunity to thank all 


connected with the Bonanza, whether 
members, collectors or friends for their 
kind messages and support. It has 
been much appreciated. 


Council elects 
new chairman 


At the recent AGM local resident 
Colin Minto was elected as the new 
chairman of the Parish Council in 
succession to Molly Florey who 
stepped down after several years 
committed involvement. The new 
deputy is Chris Hatton. 


Health survey 

The Parish Council is intending to 
organise a survey regarding the 
delivery of services in the Blackbird 
Leys Health Centre. Anyone 
interested in taking part should 
either write to Mrs Helen Shayler, 
Clerk to the Parish Council, c/o 

| Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford. OX4 5JH or phone 734346. 
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Black women and 
the world of work 


The seminar organised by Unity 
Project, East Oxford Community 
Association and Ethnic Minority 
Achievements Service took place 
on 22 May at West Oxford 
community centre. This highly 
successful seminar attracted over 
60 delegates from as far afield as 
Portsmouth, Bristol, Bolton and 
even Blackbird Leys and East 
Oxford! Issues discussed on the 
day included career choices, man- 
aging black women and ‘breaking 
through the glass ceiling.’ 
Feedback has been excellent and all 
participants enjoyed the 
experiences of networking with a 
wide range of positive black role 
models. 


If you'd like a copy of the seminar 
report or any other information on 
issues affecting black women, 
please contact Frahana Rashid or 
Lonah Hebditch at the Unity Project 
on 722999 or via email on 


frashid@owts.org.uk 


Thanks from Julie 


A big thank you to everyone who has 
made my time on placement on the 
Leys from Ruskin College enjoyable! | 
had heard so many negative views 
about Blackbird Leys and how | would 
have a terrible time on the estate, well 
from an outsider’s point of view hand 
on heart | have not found this to be the 
case at all. | can understand how 
Blackbird Leys has got the reputation, 
for | came from Tottenham, London, 
and have heard from the media all 
negative reports about where | came 
from, this gets very wearing after a 
time but give everything time and 
Blackbird Leys will no longer have that 
out dated reputation. A big thank you 
to the Leys Residents Association, the 
lunch club and everyone else that | 
have meet since January for 
making this a most memorable 
placement and hope to see every- 
one in September at the fair. 

Julie Walker-Lock 


Home-Start Oxford 
needs volunteers 


We are a voluntary home visiting scheme 
offering support and friendship to families 


with young children. 


A tribute to Patrick Sinnott 


by friend and colleague Roy Simmonds 


i usta 
The first time | met Patrick was in 
1965 when he lived with his wife 
Avis and family in Field Avenue. He 
was an active and busy man in the 
community. 

In 1998 with both our families grown 
up our paths crossed when he 
moved to Robin Place and | moved 
to Dunnock Way. Always busy, 
Patrick always made time to stop 
and pass the time of day with old 
and new friends. He was actively 
involved in many committees, one 
of which was the Leys Residents 
Association. 

He initiated and ran the over fifies 
lunch club at the Clockhouse and 
took on a lot of work himself 
because he liked to help and to 
keep active. Last Christmas he 
organised a very successful dinner 
for the club. My wife and | helped 
to run the drop in club for the over 
fifties that Age Concern helped to 
set up last June, Patrick was in there 
volunteering right at the beginning. 
Last November Patrick took great 
pleasure in learning how to use a 
computer at the resource desk at the 
Clockhouse. 

He was also a very keen Elvis fan 
and a keen supporter of the weekly 
coffee mornings and bingo 

sessions at both Fry’s and Potters 
Courts. 

The last time Patrick attended any of 
the clubs was in early March when 
his health deteriorated and his 
energy to get about diminished. 
Soon after this he was taken into 
hospital from where sadly he was 
not to return. Patrick will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him as well 
as to the wider community. 
Condolences go out to his wife Avis 
and family. His enthusiasm and 
community spirit will be sorely 
missed. 


Start 


supporting families 


Home 


Could you befriend a family struggling with early parenthood? 


Free preparation course and ongoing support. 


Home-Start also runs a drop-in group for first time 
parents at the Dovecote on Friday mornings from 
10.30 until 12 noon, during term time. 


for further details please contact Lyn or Valerie on 779991 
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Editorial 
Comment 


Well summer is almost here, with light 
nights and the approach of the long 
summer holiday. Parents do you know 
where your children are when they are 
not with you? Are they at school when 
they should be or would they rather be 
hanging around with their mates or 
around the shops. 

When they go out after school or in the 
evening do you know where they go 
and who with. Do they come in when 
you tell them? Being a parent these 
days is a really hard job | know, but it 
becomes much harder if a child get 
mixed up with the wrong people or — 
heaven forbid — something awful 
happens to them. Our children are 
precious — look after them, listen to 
them and be sure you know where 
they are at all times. By the way, do the 
children know where their parents are? 


It is with great sadness that | can 
announce the sudden death of Paul 
Birch on May 8. | first met Paul when 
he joined the Parish Council about 
three years ago and was a very valued 
member. Paul was a psychiatric nurse 
at Littlemore Hospital where he was 
well liked and respected for his work. 
We became great friends and like all of 
his many friends in Oxford and 
elsewhere will miss him a lot. 


Molly Florey 


Leys Residents 
Association 


The LRA continues to meet 
monthly on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 6.30pm at the 
Clockhouse. Open to all residents 
of Greater Leys and Falcon Close. 
Coffee mornings will shortly be 
re-established at its Kingfisher 
Green base. To get in touch call 
the LRA secretary Michael Briggs- 
Simmons on 07932 838100 or 
749876. 


Good neighbours 
Leys News received this phone 
call recently from Mrs Surman 
who lives in Windale House. 


She told us that the bird table 
from Windale House had recent- 
ly been stolen. 

Residents found this upsetting as 
they loved to put food out and 
watch the birds feed. When the 
two sons of a neighbour visited 
and discovered what had 
happened they went out and 
bought the wood and made a 
new bird table.Mrs Surman said 
“| get fed up with people run- 
ning down all young people. 
think most of them are good. 
Thanks to the young people 
concerned, | don’t know their 
names, but it cheered me up and 
made my day.” 

Thanks to Mrs Surman for that- 
piece of good news. 


Pathway Workshop 


Providing paid employment for adults with disabilities 


Reg Charity No 1014416 


QUALITY GARDEN PRODUCTS 


FROM SELECTED RECLAIMED TIMBER 


e Tubs & troughs 
e Picnic benches 
e Park benches 
e Trellis arches 
e Trellis fencing 
e Compost bins 
e Wildlife 


Tel: 714111 - for brochure and price list 


5% discount for all Bonanza members 
on production of their lucky number card 


Yee 
Sf 
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10th - 22nd June 


Workshop and Display open at 


Dunnock Way (off Windale Avenue), 


Blackbird Leys, Oxford. 


Monday to Thursday 8.30 - 5.00 and Friday 8.30 - 4.00 


July 2002 


More night 
buses 


Councillors have been pressing for 
a nightly service to Greater Leys 
and are pleased that there is going 
to be an extra service from Queen 
Street 7 nights a week from 8, 9 

10 and 11pm. This will go 

up the Iffley Road and across to 
Grenoble Road on the way out and 
return along Cowley Road. 


The councillors surgery at Tesco's 
will be re-commenced after two 
months. There is work going on in 
the store and the space is needed, 
but they will continue to take place 
every six weeks after that. 


As the County Councillor | am 
continuing pressing the County 
Highways Department for the 
unadopted roads to be adopted 
sooner rather than later and the 
parking problems around Kassam 
Stadium (which are continually 
discussed by residents and 
councillors at the Area Committee), 
to be rectified. 


If anyone wants to talk to be about 
these issues, please do not hesitate 
(contact info on page 15.) 


Barbara Gatehouse - 
County Councillor, Blackbird Leys. 


Bonari 


1 In May the Blackbird Bonanza launched Superdraw, which is held the 


: first Friday in the month - for a trial period of six months. If you choose to 


l pay £2. for your lucky number for that Superdraw Friday, and your 

1 number is a winner in the bonanza draw, you will double your winnings. 
l You can as always just pay your normal weekly £1 and still be part of the 
I draw. However, if your number is a winner, you will win the standard 


1 Bonanza prizes for that week. But please remember the Superdraw is not 


i a separate draw, it is part of the normal Bonanza draw. 


l Thank you to all those people who entered the word search in the last issue 
l of Leys News. We had a great response the first correct entry came from 

1 Knights Road - congratulations on winning a £25 voucher for Pathway 

- Workshop. 

l 


l 

1 Recent weekly winners of the Bonanza came from Coltsfoot Square, 
l Acacia Avenue, Falcon Close, Trefoil Place, Strawberry Path and 

l Linnett Close. 


l If you would like further information about the Blackbird Bonanza, 


I please fill in the form below or telephone the co-ordinator on Oxford 


1 423023 or Pathway Workshop on 714111. 
l 


PCO SS ish o e a a RE 


l Please circle 

l best time to call M T WwW T am 
Please send to (no stamp needed) 

Blackbird Bonanza, Freepost (SLE324) Oxford OX4 5YZ 


pm 
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LEYS LUNCH CLUB 


THE Leys Lunch Club is for 
people over 50 years of age. It 
runs every Thursday lunch time at 
the Barn. This club was originally 
set up by Patrick Sinnott, who 
recently passed away. He was the 
chairman and had successfully 
run the club from 1999 with the 
help of the committee. Royston 
Simmonds is the current chair- 
man. The club supplies a lunch for 
people in and around the Blackbird 
Leys area. 


The Thursday meals are now 
subsidised by the Shaw Trust, this 
is a charitable organisation that 
helps young people with 
disabilities. The meals are cooked 
and served in the Barn café by 
Maureen and Freda, who are the 
permanent staff, with the help of a 
group of young people who are 
doing their NVQ’s. The meals cost 
£2.20, for a dinner, sweet and 
either tea or coffee. 


After the meal there’s often a 
raffle, followed by a bingo session, 
for those staying. Both of these 
are well supported. 


The Lunch Club also subsidises 
lunches for the Monday Club, this 
is also run for the over 50’s. 

With funding from Oxford City 
Council, and other organisations, 
the members of both clubs, are 
able to go on excursions. Several 
trips have been made to 
Welbourne Market soon members 
will be day tripping to Portsmouth. 
Last year the two clubs held 
separate Christmas parties, but 
this year the plan is to join forces 
and hold one together. 


Flats are on the ground, first and second floors, 
with a lift to the first and second floors 


Features in each flat include 


Cartoon additions 


Readers may well remember this 
cartoon from Brian Taylor, 
published in the last issue. One 
of our readers decided to add 
his own comments to it. 

Thanks, if there any other car- 
toonists out there who would 
like to send something in, we 
can’t promise to publish every- 
thing, but who knows. Especially 
if they relate to the Leys. 


WEALTHY ESTATE AGENT 


-»eand to answer your 
other question, we loan { 
you a spade & fork, C 
for you to dig the weed 
infested allotment 

it stands on, that 

will keep you warm. £] 


5) 


AMENITIES:- 


* Padlock/chair 
> Deck-chair. 

e Blow-up matre 
* Putty to seal 
the cracks. 
Old sacking 1 
cover window 
night.® Outsix 
fire grate tı 
| cook on. 
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“p might be a garden Shed anywhere else— but it's caled afford able 


Leys Fair 


The search is on for local talent to take part in 
this year’s Leys Fair happening on Saturday 
September 14 at the Leisure Centre and 
Blackbird Leys park. If you’re in a local 

band or a dj and fancy playing in front of a 
home crowd. If you're in a dance group 

and have a burning need to perform tell us 
about yourself. 


Want a stall? They are available from £5. 


Do you belong to or know of a children’s 
football team and want to enter a competition 
on the day for the under 11’s and 13’s. 

Then call Nik Earl on 401000 to register your 
team’s interest. 


Saturday September 14 


Meetings are open to all who want to play a 
part. They are held on the last Thursday of the 
month at 7pm at the Community Centre. 


The next three are 
Thursday June 27 7pm 
Thursday July 25 7pm 
Thursday August 29 7pm 


Two co-ordinators have been appointed to 
share the role between them. They are Jane 
Lacey and Jo Barrett.To get in touch or leave a 
message call 396392 or try Becky Willis at 
Ealing Family on 334802 


TO LET AT POTTERS COURT 


POTTERS COURT, ROBIN PLACE, FRYS HILL, OXFORD 


Potters Court is a housing scheme for people over 55 years 


And there's also a 
laundry room, 


assisted bathroom, 


a comfortable communal lounge, 
communal activities, 


guest suite for residents visitors 


and communal gardens. 


* Your own entrance off a carpeted corridor 
* Fitted kitchen with built in oven, hob and fridge-freezer 


* Gas central heating 


* Carpet in the living room, hall and bedroom 

* Vinyl flooring in the kitchen and bathroom 

* All flats are connected to the community alarm system 
* Video door entry system to each flat 


A sheltered scheme 
officer manages 
Potters Court and 
maintains daily contact 
with residents from 
Monday to Friday. 
This helps older people 
to live independently. 


If you would like to find out more about Potters Court please contact the Farmhouse on 712244 
or write to us at the Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 5BU 
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_ Most people would like a lawn slowly lowering during the F ETS it 
they can be proud to show off, subsequent cuts. This will avoid E 
and this second part of 'Perfect grass yellowing and d jit with : wattle 


Lawns' should help you achieve the shock. 
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ins areas me This is the last month for saini —S = 


June 4) and feeding with any nitrogen 
Twice a week mowing should be rich artificial fertiliser, which ir 
in full swing if the ground is promotes green growth. “ P Die 


moist. If conditions are dry lift the 
blades and don't use a grass box. | 
Longer grass and a eae 
of mowings will help retain mois- 
ture. Spiking one inch deep with 
a fork will also help water down 
to roots when it does rain again. 
Continue raking clover patches 
and apply sulphate of ammonia 
to keep the grass green. 


Y > 
September F i $ 
Decrease mowing frequency and 
repair any damaged areas with 
grass seed, which is perfect for 
sowing this month. Scarify the 
entire lawn by hiring a machine, or 
raking out any build up of debris 
around the base of the grass such 
as mowings or moss. Spike any — 
hard areas and spread a mixture of 
topsoil, peat and sand over the 
_lawn to improve soil structure and 


November But \ van u should n now be equipped W 
Keep mowing on a high cut for as to produce that esy | Dy à 


long as the grass is qoute J. Iti s "lawn na hy 
yh nh 


te 
July 
Holidays can affect a lawn's | 


not too wet, mow most of th ioh M 


fill in any hollows. 
health. Why? Because 2 or more year as necessary. " 
weeks of nego at an essential October free of leaves and Essential tasks for Sept- Now 
time can u Cee, previ- Ideal turfing time, but it can be December 
ous work. g arrange- done year round as long as it's Except for raking, keep off, K 
ments ring Gh. Ma kept moist whilst establishing. especially if frozen or wet. You will 


cause horrendous damage when 


Finish spreading grass seed, and conditions. My 


_ August . fertili with a poste rich 


month, but if you've been away for w Í AR Se, i, 


and it hasn't been mown, dont W l 


cut it low. Just cut the tips inital 4 
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na) OVECOTE SUMMER PEII 


Monday to Thursday: 10 am - 2;30s9>mmeSemnyeanolds 
10 amf 3 pm 6 - 12 yearlds 


£3 per child per day 


Registration to be held at the Barn, Nightingale Ave, Blackbird Leys 
on Friday 12th July at 9.15 am £12 deposit required. 
Plus money for trips and bus fare for ice skating and swimming. 


Monday 12th - Thursday 22nd August 


3-5 yr old trips: 
ist + 2nd week: Gullivers Land - £9.50 
3rd + 4th week: Whipsnade Zoo - £12 adult, £9.50 child 
6-12 yr old trips: 
ist + 2nd week: Thorpe Park - £17 adult, £15 child 
3rd + 4th week: Drayton Manor - a adult, £12 child 


COMMUNITY 
Phone Carol on 712299 for further information FUND 


Lottery money making a difference 
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Two sides of the Dovecote 


ss eee ayoz a = Shepherd’s Hill pre-school 
garden vandalised again 


Over the Easter holidays a new playhouse in the garden of the 
Shepherd’s Hill Pre School at the Dovecote was seriously 
vandalised. 

Only in place for three weeks the wooden building had its 

windows smashed and one side completely demolished. This was 
yet another act of wanton vandalism that has plagued all the 
community buildings this year. 

Pre-School supervisor Jo Rooney said “I’m disgusted by this 
mindless vandalism. It’s very upsetting for the children, who can’t 
understand why older children has destroyed their play area. This has 
been going on for at least two years and we’re totally fed up with it.” 


Photo left:Jo Rooney with the remnants of the playhouse. 


Fly away 

The Dovecote Easter playscheme was again a great success 
and in this picture Dwayne, Benjamin, Karl and Ryan sit in the 
plane they built. About to take flight into the summer 
playscheme. 


Take a chance on p 


| ayday 


PLAYDAY the annual There'll be all kinds of activities 
celebration dedicated to in the centre, the park and the 
children’s play is happening pool. “ Everyone from 5 to 16 is 
again this year at Blackbird Leys welcome to Playday. Many 
Leisure Centre. sports and creative fun activities 
The date is Wednesday 7 will be on offer and it’s all free. 
August from 10 to 3. Parents are welcome to bring 
Organiser Joey Phillips from their children along. 

Oxford City Council Play Playday volunteers are also 
Development said needed, call Joey on Oxford 
“We’re gearing up to another 252179 to find out more. 


great day out for young people. 


Your advertisement here 
in September! 


Reach 5000 homes over 
all the Leys. It’s cheaper 
than you think. 


Call Leys News on 711756 
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Snapshots of 
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FREE PLACES! $ New Neighbourhood Nursery Cun AD CER REER 


Re-launched as a life long learning centre 


Did you know that all 4 year olds and in April the centre now offers lots of new 


Blackbird Leys 


most 3 year olds can have five free The Neighbourhood Nursery management group, with devolved learning opportunities for children and 
part-time sessions per week at either Initiative is a key element of the powers, and will be what Carol PE A d e aA 
This page illustrates of a few of the and went on a photo walkabout Students gave back positive feed- ie e gr T government s plans to provide Lines (the OSG Co-op 's Childcare 11.30am New computers offering internet 
(Moorbank) or Shepherd's Hill affordable childcare for working Business Manager) has described access, web site development, a range of 
photographs taken on a recent pho- from which these photographs back about the course, and enjoyed Pre-School? eoole The amis te create as “an amalonmation of a groups, toy library and special holiday 
tography course put on by Leys were taken. The only puzzling the relaxed atmosphere, talking to Those 3 year olds born before 31st n: ee nour nue E Commune Peer OT A e e l so 
News. Lorella Fortini, local aspect was the appearance of a fellow photographers, but wished it : : X NEW YP X y Y: i Y i ` 
. l March 1999 will be entitled to free 2003 in disadvantaged areas of co-op, and a parents' co-op". The 
community photographer and Al UFO in front of the whole group. had run for longer. places from the autumn term starting ihe counta as welias cubeicin rafi: Breratedioy tre niesen 
Cane, Leys News photographer, Topics covered included types of September 2002. Younger three a ARO oeoo] g p iii be D bet ee the bee wa 
joined forces to run this short cameras, films, framing, digital pho- Anyone who is interested in joining year olds born before 31st August g 4 ti 4 Ae t r » BLACKBIRD ~ 
course funded by the Leys Linx tography and looking at other peo- a similar course in the future eck Lae Nada thse oe Satine ee 29 a oe aie ria oe y LEYS PRE-SCHOOL % 
Community Chest. Students ple’s photos. These photos were should get in touch with Leys News fice ce S na J oaar Als anae ai also be i ` A ne its eee returning a Á MOORBANK 
on the course shared experiences chosen by the students. - contact information on page 2. ii ae entitled from September 2002 In disadvantaged are 2l p g T Small friendly environment for 
l H as the government wants to: dividend to stakeholders, | children aged 3 to 5 years - learn 
If you need further information, con- - Reduce unemployment by reinvesting in the nursery, į through play before moving on to 
w a tact the Supervisor at Blackbird Leys ; ti retaining the profit for later use $ nursery - open mornings and 
J i à | Pre-School on 747166 or Shepherd's offering opportunities to access SOL P 5 É N YOR g: 
wA | . hila ; or any combination of these. b afternoons - spaces available. , 
i | Hill Pre-School on 779504 or Frances cnilacare services ù Contact Sarah on 747166 Á 
ye f] Duffy on 815215 or the Early Years - Ensure that lone parents The local management group is “i A 
> Information Line on 815630. entering employment have access being formed now. It willbe Ma 
to a childcare places working in partnership with the ee ee eee a 
THE LEYS UNDER 8's NETWORK - Provide high quality childcare OSG Co-op to plan, build and A SHEPHERD'S HILL ` 
ENEP EN EO services. develop the new Neighbourhood j PRE-SCHOOL i 
young children but services could The Leys is one of three areas in Nursery. j| Open mornings 9.15-11.45 am at the | 
be better co-ordinated with better Oxfordshi Ahil : . . | Dovecote for children aged 3-5 years } 
ne xfordshire which will receive For more information or to get 1 and Monday to Friday afternoons | 
information exchange between : : 1 : i 
providers. If you think that it is a funding to set up a involved please contact | 12.30-2.45pm-spaces available | 
good idea to re-establish a Leys Neighbourhood Nursery. : : x Contact Jo on 779504 d 
Under 8's Network, bringing ; Carol Lines, OSG Co-op Childcare x 
together under 5's, after school The Oxford, Swindon and business manager on 249241 
and playscheme providers, please Gloucester Co-operative Society THE DOVECOTE CENTRE 
contact Phil at Leys Linx on (the OSG Co-op) has made a David Mendham, OCC Childcare The Dovecote Carer & Toddler Group 
; : eee lba o deson development team on 01235 meets three times a week, 
Et 5 ; z p PAE aaa Neiahb hood Ni p +h 549330 Monday 1-3pm, Thursday 9.15- 
ae , hil CHILD [aye The OSE Co-opuill own the Phil Powell) Acta Chain) mel New Parent: Graun iay 10 
: : : P as - eys. e o-op will own tne ii Fowell, Acting Chair, e Leys New Parents Group Friday 10.30-12 
? . 
Who lives in a house like this? Bernadene Spencer Get me out of here! by Simone Palmer CARE WORK IN buildings, employ the staff and Neighbourhood Nursery steering Contact Carol Richards on 
OXFORD provide support services. Each group on 396392. 747358 or 712299) 


Looking for a job in childcare? 
Contact the CHILDCARE 
RECRUITMENT INFORMATION 
LINE on 428777. 


Looking for training in childcare? 

Contact Jane Gallagher on 815811. 
Bursaries are available which 
cover fees, course materials, 
supply cover, travel and 
childcare costs. 


nursery will have its own 


p? 


fad 


St 


LITTLE 
SCHOLARS 
DAY NURSERY 
/ Based at the College of Further 
{ Education, Cuddesdon Way, but 
Ne to all. For children 3 months 


to 5 years, from 8 - 5.30pm. ; 
. Contact Paul on 269443 or A 
` Sharon on 269917 a 


LITTLE BLACKBIRDS 


Playgroup based at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre operating morning and 


CHILDMINDING 
Want a registered childminder? 
Want to be a registered childminder? 


gee: 2 e t d Ca ee } / afternoons on Mondays (9.45-11.45am 
Contact Norma Thompson on 5 Outdoor playtime at Shepherd’s Hill pre school and 12.45-2.45pm), and on Tuesdays- 
815215. hh A Fridays, afternoons only (12.45-2.45pm) 


Contact Lorna on 467020. 
OID CURE CUI DREN OO) rrr rrr scan scr enna 


ETETA WREST a 
i 5 H . \ ! |New, informal, friendly group for 
- i For free information on all childcare [carers and children (0-4) f OXFORD MOBILE CRECHE LTD. 
į Complete a questonnaire on childcare Mservices for children up to l6 years old |Friday mornings, 9 to 11am at Holy W A local, flexible mobile creche offer- 
į services on the Leys and have a in Oxfordshire (childminders, nurseries, | Family Church, Cuddesdon Way. i ing creches for 0-14 year olds for 
prane of winning £50. In June and after-school clubs, holiday playschemes, Contact on 396241 | events such as meetings, training 
July the Leys Neighbourhood 2 
J 


sports, leisure and activity groups 
y Nursery Steering Group will be dis- Call 01993-886933 
Itributing a 
oneal PEEP 
questionnaire across the estate about Helping parents and carers to give 
Į the new Nursery and other childcare their children 0-4 a flying start. 
Iservices on the Leys. We will send 


Join a PEEP group on the Leys with 
yout the questionnaires through the local sessions at Holy Family Church, 
J schools and pre-schools and will 


courses, conferences, weddings or 
parties. Also offers local training and 
employment opportunities. 

Contact Clare 0n777751 


FAMILY NURTURING NETWORK 
A voluntary organisation which runs 


parenting groups for parents who wish to 


improve relationships with their 
children. Meets Tuesdays at the Dovecote 
9-1.30pm. Contact Shirley on 77756. 


HOMESTART 
Offers a free home visiting offering support 
and practical help to families with families 


the Dovecote, the Clockhouse, 


ee n S 


I place them at the Health Centre and I Blackbird Leys Clinic and at Jubilee 77 a a 6 a 
in the shops. If you return a complet- i | SUPP etna ales witi ener en me ee 
4 ed form a M even win oan. yee SS rete ety ‘parentage. Occasional get togethers and time 10.30-12 at the Dovecote. 
aoe: : et, = N — irst to check availability on 395145. meetings. Contact Sue on 776691. Contact Lyn or Valerie on 779991. 


PN Ed = . oe At last! The UFO had arrived 
The babblin north brook - Roger Shayler 


This page has been funded by the Oxford, Swindon and Gloucester Co-operative Society, the Oxfordshire Early Years Development and Childcare Partnership and Leys Linx. 
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It's good news week 


Leys News has recently been award 
a grant from the Oxfordshire 
Community Foundation which will 
go towards employing a second 
paid worker to work alongside 

Al Cane, development worker 

at its base in Kingfisher Green. 

The post will be office and 
administration based for 16 hours 


a week. This will be a great 
opportunity for a local person, 
the job specifications are set out 
below in the ad. 


Leys News Limited, a community business, is growing and 
actively seeking to employ an 


ADMINISTRATION 
and SUPPORT WORKER 


Your free community newspaper is working towards becoming a monthly and needs 
extra help in its office at Kingfisher Green. 


We are looking for someone to manage the general administration side of our 
office as well as being involved in advertising sales. This will involve filing, 
invoicing, managing office systems, postal and telephone work, 

ordering supplies and supporting volunteers. 


We want to attract a self motivated person, with an ability to adapt and work 
flexibly within a small team. Local interest and good IT skills would be an asset, as 
well as good organisational and communication skills. Some on the job training will 
be provided. 

To apply please send two work related references 

and a recent cv to Leys News (address on page 2) by July 16 2002 


For an informal chat please 711756. 


Hours 16 per week. Flexible 
Rate of pay £6 per hour. 


Probationary period leading to annually reviewed contract. 
Applications are welcome from all members of the community. 


The Leys News office is wheelchair accessible throughout. 


July 2002 


BLACK WOMEN AND 
THE WORLD OF WORK 


The seminar was organised by the Unity 
Project, East Oxford Community Association and 
Ethnic Minority Achievements Service and took 
place on 22 May at West Oxford Community 
Centre. This highly successful seminar attracted 
over 60 delegates from as far afield as 
Portsmouth, Bristol, Bolton and even Blackbird 
Leys and East Oxford! 

Issues discussed on the day included 
career choices, managing black women and 
‘breaking through the glass ceiling’. Feedback 
has been excellent and all participants enjoyed 
the experiences of networking with a wide range 
of positive black role models. 


If anyone would like a copy of the seminar 
report or any other information on issues 
affecting black women, 

please contact Frahana Rashid or Lonah 
Hebditch at the Unity Project on 01865 722 999 
or via email on frashid@owts.org.uk 
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Edging it on 


Wednesdays 


THE social club in the community centre comes 
alive on Wednesday afternoons from 11 to 4 
when the Edge drops in. Young people 16 and 
over are welcome to stop by and get a plate of 
cooked food at good prices, get information on 
what's going on, 

and the chance to get one to one support. 
There’s people playing tunes on the decks, a 
relaxed environment and access to computer 
music technology upstairs at the youth centre. 


The project organised by Dolcie Obhiozele with 
help from many volunteers is also fundraising 
towards the cost of providing a residential week- 
end for young people. So far £1200 has been 
raised through fun events at the community 
centre. To find out more call 778250. 


July 2002 


ADULT LEARNERS WEEK 
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JUNE WRITES 

| am an outreach volunteer with Age 
Concern. This means that | visit 
people, who can't get to the 
Computer Resource Desk at the 
Clockhouse. 


In Adult Learners Week in May many 
people all over the country worked 
on projects to encourage adult 
learners. On Blackbird Leys we used 
the computers at the Age Resource 
Deskbased at the Clockhouse, to 
make up this page for Leys News. 


It’s never 
too late to learn 


One is never to old to learn. | am Norah Hales, and 
18 months ago was 80 years of age and dida 
computer course in which | passed word processing, 
spread sheets and database use. Then | was hooked and 
wanted to go on the internet. | was fortunate in finding the Age 
Concern Resource Desk at the Clockhouse where | learned to 
use e-mail, make posters and to cut and paste. | was so chuffed. 
At one time | was scared just looking at a pc but | thought that if 
children can do it so can l. 


At 50 and 60 | did dog training, at 70 | did a ten week self 
defence course, then in my 80s I'm really enjoying 
working on a computer, which proves you are never too 
old to learn. One meets other people in the same 
boat and it's great. So if you have never tried 
it, do so, you may find it as enjoyable as 
| have. Good Luck. 


Some of the people | have been helping 
have wanted to learn how to send 
e-mails to friends and family abroad. 
Others have joined chat rooms such as 
Age Concern's 'Baby Boomer Bistro’ or 


idf50 (| don't feel 50). Others work for 
voluntary organisations and want to use 
their home computers to do paperwork. 


During the week the building was 
recabled as part of the big IT project 
to provide more computers for the 
Leys Community and so we will have 
more machines here. 

If you are over 50 and would like to 
try to use the computer or the 
internet come to the Clockhouse or 
phone Age Concern Oxfordshire on 
717614. 


It certainly keeps me on my toes as 
people have different computers and 
software packages. Even though | 
have only been helping people for a 
couple of months - my clients have 
already shown me new ways of doing 
things. Which goes to show that you 
can teach an old dog new tricks. 


My name is Dayalji Pattni 

| joined the Age Concern Monday 
Drop-in-Club eight month's ago, | also 
attend the Age Concern Resource Desk 
two half day sessions a week. We do 
things like e-mail our friends and family 
and use the internet to find out lots of 
things from web sites about India. 


Pictures and words from Joyce 


My name is Joyce. | had time on my hands, and wanted a 
new interest. | heard about Age Concern starting computer 
sessions, made enquiries, and started attending at the 
Clockhouse in November last year. 

In the sessions, | started by learning the 


; f ¢ | also visit John Kallie Court which is an 
basics of computing. Before long, | was I : 
G 


Asian Lunch Club for the over 50's. About 
twenty people visit each week to have a 
curry lunch and to have a chat. They 
meet every Tuesday and Thursday in 
Gillian's Way, Cowley Road. If you would 
like more information, please speak to 
Marian at Age Concern at the Clockhouse 
in Blackbird Leys. 


able to surf the Web, write to my friends 


< i using email, and, among other things, j 
| make greeting cards. Here is the front of one | made for a friend's birthday and 


another as aninvitation to a drinks party. 


WEYMOUTH WELCOME 


When I went to Weymouth last August, it was a warm 
sunny day. Paula, a friend and | had a drink and a 
walk round. There was plenty of people enjoying 
themselves and although | have there before, | still 
enjoyed our day. 


News from our Weymouth correspondent Les Allen 
Les Allen who used to live in Frys Court and helped set up the Age 
Resource Desk in The Clockhouse. When he wanted to move he was 
helped by OCHA to find a home in Weymouth. 

“Someone asked me why | moved from Blackbird Leys to Weymouth. 

It all started in 1937. At that time | was in the Royal Navy paying a courtesy 
visit to Portland naval base. After visiting Weymouth on the occasional day 
trip, I thought it would be an ideal place to finish off my days.Since arriving 
=~ here people have made me very welcome. A dolphin arrived the other day 
py and frolicked in the sea with local youngsters. There is a library full of 
computers and | am very happy here. People will remember me from 

ma Oxford when | drove the local buses around the estate and | also drove a 

y mobile shop around Blackbird Leys in the early days.” 


Near the pier, we stopped for tea then made our way § 
back slowly to the Clock tower taking in the view and 
displays on the beach. The Ferry Port was further 
on, so we didn't see that. We popped into a sou- 
venir shop to look around. It is a nice resort and flat 
for older people to get around 

easily. 

Many shops and restaurants are situated near the prome- 
nade for convenience and you can explore the side streets too. 
Weymouth has a long history. | recommend a visit, it is a long 
journey, but there are plenty of places to stay. 


Calling all mature students 


If there is anyone out there thinking about 
studying with the Open University, | can thor- 
oughly recommend the experience. 

| started with a Foundation Course over five 
years ago, which consisted of units in english, 
history, music, philosophy, religion and art and 


covered a wide range of subjects from Roman 
architecture to 60’s pop music. | had never 
been interested in art but five years later, to my 
surprise, | am now studying the Renaissance 
period as part of a history of art course. 


From the wide range of courses on offer | have 
also taken ‘Computing with Confidence’ as well 


as ‘Cities and Technology’ which combined a 
bit of science as well as history. Over the past 
five years | have met many other students,com- 
ing from all walks of life whose ages have 
ranged from early twenties to well over sixty.It 
can be tough as there are essay deadlines to 
meet and usually an exam at the end of the 
course. | am lucky to have such a supportive 
husband who puts up with my cries of anguish 
as | grapple with an essay. But all the hard 
graft is worth the effort and when one course is 
over there always seems to be another 
interesting one on the horizon. 


Contributors to the Age Concern Resource Desk 
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moist. If conditions are dry lift the 
blades and don't use a grass box. | 
Longer grass and a eae 
of mowings will help retain mois- 
ture. Spiking one inch deep with 
a fork will also help water down 
to roots when it does rain again. 
Continue raking clover patches 
and apply sulphate of ammonia 
to keep the grass green. 
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Decrease mowing frequency and 
repair any damaged areas with 
grass seed, which is perfect for 
sowing this month. Scarify the 
entire lawn by hiring a machine, or 
raking out any build up of debris 
around the base of the grass such 
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hard areas and spread a mixture of 
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_lawn to improve soil structure and 
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na) OVECOTE SUMMER PEII 


Monday to Thursday: 10 am - 2;30s9>mmeSemnyeanolds 
10 amf 3 pm 6 - 12 yearlds 


£3 per child per day 


Registration to be held at the Barn, Nightingale Ave, Blackbird Leys 
on Friday 12th July at 9.15 am £12 deposit required. 
Plus money for trips and bus fare for ice skating and swimming. 


Monday 12th - Thursday 22nd August 


3-5 yr old trips: 
ist + 2nd week: Gullivers Land - £9.50 
3rd + 4th week: Whipsnade Zoo - £12 adult, £9.50 child 
6-12 yr old trips: 
ist + 2nd week: Thorpe Park - £17 adult, £15 child 
3rd + 4th week: Drayton Manor - a adult, £12 child 


COMMUNITY 
Phone Carol on 712299 for further information FUND 


Lottery money making a difference 


July 2002 


The Blackbird Leys SRB scheme 
supported by the Governement’s single regeneration budget 


New training launched 


About a year ago at one the Leys 
Linx Community Get-Togethers we 
had a chance to find out about a 
new approach in community 
development called "Participatory 
Learning and Action," and we had 
an opportunity to use the 
approach to identify some key 
local priorities in a fun and 
informal way. Since then a num- 
ber of people said they would like 
to see this approach used more 
on the Leys as a good way of 
helping community groups, 
community activists and 
volunteers be more effective in 
their work. In response Leys Linx 


and OCEDAR at Ruskin have 
worked jointly to organise 
Participatory Learning training for 
10 local people which will take 
place in the early summer. The 
training, which leads to an Open 
College Network qualification at 
level 3, lasts around 40 hours, 
with free childcare available and 
lots of support. If successful we 
hope to run the training again in 
the autumn. Problems crop up 
everywhere in life and this training 
can help you get lots of new ideas 
to think them through. Contact the 
Leys Linx office on 396392 if you 
want more details. 


The Shop Front Centre 


THE party launching the opening 
the Shop Front Centre in early 
March was successful with well over 
40 people coming along to wish us 
well. Since then people have been 
dropping in forinformation or just for 
a chat and a cuppa. For those who 
don't know where we are yet, the 
Shop Front is based at the Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre - it's the 
building with the big Leys Linx sign 
over it. A variety of information is 
displayed in the office window 
including meeting dates about 
things that are happening on the 
Leys. If you come in the Shop front 
a range of services are available and 
a warm welcome. 


Credit Union 

The Credit Union is doing regular 
trade on Monday and Saturday 
mornings and they are hoping to 
add another session in the week. 
So, if there is another day which 
would better suit your needs, then 
get in touch with Jim or Enid in the 
Shop Front and register your prefer- 
ence (402070). The Shop Front is 
open to the public on Tuesday 
mornings. Again, let us know if you 
would like more open sessions. 


Advice 

The Blackbird Leys Advice Centre 
and the Information, Advice and 
Guidance Partnership (IAG) hold 
outreach sessions at the Shop Front 
on Tuesday afternoons. Judy from 
the Advice Centre can take bookings 
via their main office on 770206. 
Melodie from the IAG Partnership, 
(01869.253886) offers advice and 
information on careers, employ- 
ment, education and training for 
adults and can be contacted at the 
Shop Front on Tuesday's (402070 or 
776379). 


It’s here 

The new Computer HUB, also in the 
Shop Front Centre, is taking shape 
along with the various satellite sta- 
tions in locations across the estate. 
All systems will soon be on go but 
we are just waiting for staff to be 
appointed. All ICT stations will be 
available to all residents on the Leys, 
and because they will all be linked 
with each other, you can drop in and 
use whichever computer is nearest 
to you. Further details are being put 
together in a leaflet that will come 
through your letterbox soon. 


What's going on the Leys? Find out here. 

Loads. There is so much going on in this community but soundings we have 
taken indicate that the people who live or work here are not always aware of 
what is on offer, whether this is training, entertainment, childcare provision, 
services for older people, volunteering opportunities etc. The list is endless. So 
Leys Linx is organising an event on Tuesday 2 July at the Barn from 10 to 
12.30pm (lunch provided) to explore how we can improve communication and 
information on the Leys. If you have any ideas you want to share and would like 
to attend this brain storming session please contact the Leys Linx Office. 
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Community Safety 


An event promoting community 
safety was held on 10th April in the 
Barn with over a 100 people 
attending. Tips on everything to do 
with safety in the home and on our 
streets were available with loads of 
freebies and a raffle with security 
products as prizes. If you are 
interested in making our community 
a safer place, or just curious about 
what's happening then come along 
to the next Community Safety 
meeting on Thursday 27th June at 
10am at the Shop Front. 


LEYs Conmvnrt y 


Calling all community 
and voluntary groups! 


With the closure of the Cowley Training 
Centre in March Leys Linx inherited a range 
of furniture and equipment including some 
computers. Although some of the 
equipment has been spoken for by the 
Blackbird Leys ICT project and at the 
Shop Front we still need to find homes for 
the remaining chairs, tables, cupboards 
and computers. Preference will be given 
to community organisations based on the 
Leys, followed by community 
organisations which deliver a service on 
the Leys but not are necessarily based 
here, followed by individual requests from 
people living locally. If you are interested 
please ask to see the complete inventory 
held by Enid on 402070 at the Shop Front 
and then write a letter to the Community 
Chest Panel, outlining your community 
group's /individual needs by July 2. 

If your request is successful you will be 
responsible for arranging the removal of 
the equipment or furniture. 


Public art on the Leys 
We've had a couple of meetings 
with loads of ideas about how we 
can improve the environment on 
the Leys by developing some pub- 
lic art which is attractive, stimulat- 
ing and prominent, drawing on 
local talent and expertise. The only 
public art we can identify on the 
estate is at Gillians Park and the 
murals on the Holy Family Church. 
Looking at what's been done else- 
where in the city and further field 
there is now real enthusiasm to 
take some of the ideas forward. If 
you are interested in getting 
involved in this local community 
arts project to brighten up our 
estate please contact Enid at the 
Shop Front on 402070 or drop in 
on any Tuesday morning. 
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Scratchin' the 
Surface 


Scratchin' the Surface, a 
challenging drugs awareness play 
came to the Leys in April and was 
attended by around 50 young 
people, parents and adults. The 
play, which was staged at the 
Blackbird youth and community 
centre, highlighted the power of 
addiction and how it can happen to 
anyone. It showed some of the 
highs and lows of drug dependency 
and the destructive consequences 
on the central character and those 
around him. Scratching’ the Surface 
had an a big impact because the 
"Vita Nova" theatre group which 
performed it are all ex drug addicts 
who were all very open and honest 
about their experience of using 
drugs in the thought provoking 
discussion which followed the 
performance. We look forward to 
their return visit in the future. 


There is no doubt that there is rea 
local concern about tackling drugs. 
Although awareness raising through 
drama in schools and in youth clubs 
has an important role to play, there 
is a commitment from the Leys Linx 
Partnership Board to use our 
position as a government funded 
programme to draw down additional 
resources to support drugs work in 
the community. The aim is to inform 
and develop a range of solutions 
around destructive drugs use, in 
conjunction with key service 
providers and agencies. To this end 
we have submitted a bid to the 
Government's communities against 
drugs programme for a pilot project 
to develop a community-based 
response to drugs misuse. 

For more information contact the 
Leys Linx office. 


Leys Linx office 
Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys 
Oxford OX4 6AW 
phone 396392 
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OPEN EVERY DAY 
from /am to 10pm 


Most of your needs 
in one store 


I WP E: 
So neat, So Spar 
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Leys SPAR Ltd * Dunnock Way * Blackbird Leys * Oxford * OX4 7EX 


July 2002 


Your elected representatives 


Member of Parliament 


Andrew Smith - 4 Flaxfield Rd Oxford 


OX4 6QD - 772893 


surgeries first Friday each month at 
Barton Neighborhood Centre 3-3.45 


Princes St 4.15-5.30 


Rose Hill Community Centre 6-7 
Third Friday each month a rolling 
surgery around the constituency, 


including Blackbird Leys. 


Call for precise times and locations. 


City councillors 


Blackbird Leys ward 
Cllr Val Smith - Labour 


4 Flaxfield Rd Oxford OX4 6QD 
772893 mobile 07767 446051 


Cllr Pat Stannard - Labour 
31 Green Hill OX4 7UD - 777433 


Northfield Brook ward 
Cllr Molly Florey - Labour 


122 Sandy Lane Oxford OX4 6AS 


712620 


Labour councillors surgeries at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
every Saturday from 11 - 12 


Cllr Stuart Craft 


Saturday surgeries 
29 June Val Smith 

6 July Pat Stannard 

13 July Molly Florey 

20 July Val Smith 

27 July Pat Stannard 

3 August Molly Florey 

10 August Val Smith 

17 August Pat Stannard 

24 August Molly Florey 
31August Barbara Gatehouse 
7 September Val Smith 

14 September Pat Stannard 
21 September Molly Florey 
28 September Val Smith 


Independent Working Class Association 


07733 274324 
stuart@bliwca.fsnet.co.uk 


Stuart Craft is setting up 


his own surgeries. Check Leys Independent 
and future issues of Leys News for details. 


County councillor 
Cllr Barbara Gatehouse - 


33 Salford Rd Oxford OX3 ORY 240424 


County Councillors run surgeries inside Tesco’s on Fridays. 
Dates are advertised in local press. 


Services 
Abandoned vehicles If on 
public land call 25293 


Bulk rubbish collection 
725912 

Dialability (Disability 
helpline)791818 

Dog nuisance - call the 
dog warden on 252914. 
Out of hours 240924. 
Fridges/freezers 

free collection 252936 


Garden refuse Green 
waste sacks 50p each. Call 
725912. Better still 
compost your own. 


Junk mail - to stop 
receiving unsolicited mail 
write to FREEPOST 22, 
London W1E. free service 


Noise pollution 252556 


Pavement hazards (eg 
uneven surfaces) 747390 


Pest control 252384 


Pollution in streams and 
rivers call 0800 807060 
Street lighting to report 
faulty lights call freephone 
0800 317802 


Syringe collection 249811 
Trading standards 815000 


Local organisations 


Accan African-Caribbean 
Community Action Network 
747679. 

Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground 747704 


Blackbird Leys Advice 
Centre 770206 


Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre bookings 435954 


Blackbird Leys Pool 467040 


SUMMER SWIMMING PROGRAMME 


Sunday 20 July to Saturday 6 September 


General swimming 
9 to 11.15am 


2.30 to 3.45pm 


Sunday 


Fun sessions 
Monday to Friday 
2.30 to 3.45pm 


I Tues & Thurs 10 to 11.30am 


I Saturday 


Families only 
Saturday 


| Swimming lessons 


I Intensive courses 


I 3 S 
1 available for beginners 


Pool Hire 
Extra weekday 


1 Please note 


l The pool will be closed on 
bank holidays and on 

l Wednesday 7th August 

I for National Playday 


11.15 to 12.30pm 


9am to 11am 


sessions available 


Special lunchtime sessions 
Water Workout - 50+ - 60+ 
Parent & toddler 


e o1 slice 


for sport, leisure and ice 


Phone the pool for details 


N 
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Useful local numbers 


Blackbird Leys Librai 
770403 u X 
Blackbird Leys Youth 
Centre 772886 


Credit Union 773098 


First Blackbird Leys 
Rainbow Guides 396553 


Leys Linx (SRB5) 396392 


Oxford Community 
Mediation 742439 


Parish Council 734346 


Education 


Able adult basic skills 
centre 776334 


Community Education East 


and South Oxford 712094 


Cowley Training Centre 
776876 


Oxford College FE 
Leys campus 245871 
Sports 

Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre 467020 


Blackbird Leys swimming 
pool 467040 


Peers Sports Centre 
467095 

Health 

Doctors surgery 778244 


Blackbird Leys Health 
Centre 778244 


Health visitors 715689 
Under 8’s 


Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre 773263 


Dovecote Under 8's 
building 712299 


Homestart (home visiting 
scheme for under 5’s) 
779991 


The PEEP Centre (Peers 
Early Education 
Partnership) 395145 


Housing 


City Homes local office 

3 Cuddesdon Way open all 
day Mon - Thurs 9 to 5 Fri 
9 to 4.30 Open last 
Thursday of the month at 
10am 467222 

Daytime service 7.30 - 
6.30pm Mon - Thurs. to 
6pm Fridays 

0800 227676 

Emergency Repairs 
(including gas} 
freephone 0800 227676 


Ealing Family Housing 
Association 

Elaine Partridge/Rhiannon 
Jones 712244 FAX 712121 
The Farmhouse opening 
times Mon - Fri 9 - 1 and 
2 - 5 except Fri 2 - 4 


Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association 

Mark Kimber/Debbie 
Meade 

The Farmhouse 714509. 
FAX 717404 Repairs and 
head office 773000 


Cherwell Housing Trust - 
Customer Services 260555 
Please refer to 

residents' handbook for 
details of emergency 
phone numbers etc. 


Northcote Housing 
Association 712244 


Leys Residents 
Association 

Open to all residents in the 
new part of Blackbird Leys. 
Contact via 26 Kingfisher 
Green 749876f 
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Oxford Housing Rights 
free and confidential 
advice 247853 


Police 

999 - In an emergency or 
if you see a crime being or 
about to be committed. 
Community beat officers 
PS Steve Redding, 

PC’s Claire Hoddinott, 
Sandra Terry, Clayton 
Robinson, Bryan Kearney 
and Spencer Treherne. 


Community Beat Office 
and answer machine. For 
non urgent matters, advice 
and information. 

335138 


Police Customer Services 
To report incidents that do 
not need police attendance 
call 266333 

Oxford Control Room 

To report crime that 
requires the police 266000 
Cowley Police Station 
749909 


Family Protectin Unit 
335200 

Crimestoppers freephone 
0800 555111 

Fire 

Oxfordshire Fire Service 
helpline 719900 


For more 

details of local groups 
and meetings pick up 
the Leys Community 
Handbook from the 
Farmhouse or the 
Shopfront. 


WHY SIT AT HOME 
WAITING TO BE 


When you save 


with the 
Credit Union, 


borrowing is a lot 


cheaper! 


FLEECED? 


Pi 


Blackbird Leys Credit Union 
at the Leys Linx Shopfront 
(Blackbird Leys Community Centre) 


Mondays 10 -11am 


Saturdays 10.30 - 11.30am 


Tel 773098 or 718503 


A £200 loan for six months could cost you 


1111mm 
os 


a cea 
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from a call at your door loan company £77 interest or more 
from Blackbird Leys Credit Union 


What could you do with the £70 difference? 


£7 interest 
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New sports 
roject in June 


eys Linx has secured funding over 
three years from Sport England to 
promote and strengthen the 
participation of women from ethnic 
minority communities in sport 
activities, sport leadership, 
coaching and management. The 


LEAF SPIRAL 
It’s unique! 


A new work of art 
recently hung in the 
entrance to the youth 
centre. The copper leaves 
were created by young 
people over holiday 
activities at the centre. 


There is a regular 
Thursday evening (6 to 8) 
Art Club at the centre for 
young people ages 9 
to16. 50p per session. 


Look out for an ART 
NG SALE at the centre on 

W y Saturday 6 July from 12 
to 3 at the centre. 


Summer programme 
includes theatre at the 
Pegasus, trips and 
customizing your 
clothes. 

For more information on 
youth centre activities 
and especially on the 


summer programe call 
Katy on 772886. 


project gets into full swing in June. 
See the competition for a new 
name on page 12. 

If you are interested contact any of 
these people Nik on 401000, 
Pearline on 722999, Phil on 396392 


or Dolcie on 778250. 

Supported by Leys Linx and Oxford City 
Council, Unity, the County Youth Service and 
the Oxford College of Further Education. 


d, call for information. 


OX4 5JH. 01865 747704 


SCHEME 


For 7 to 16 year olds 


gust 10-4 Monto Fri 
ed 10th July, 5.30 - 7.30pm 


Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
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we're family friendly and open to new members AUGUST 3 10 10 


regular opening hours 
Monday 6 -11 
Tuesday 6-11 
Wednesday 11-11 


Thursday 6 - 11 

Friday 11-1 

Saturday Tl -4 (evening private func 
Sunday 12-10.30 


BOP PER 
SESSION 


information from Marsha on 0797 1421960 or 723750 
oxfordcu@btinternet.com 
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